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richer, the more useful or agreeable things its burghers
could call into existence out of nothingness, to be ex-
changed for the powder and bullets, timber and cordage,
requisite for its eternal fight with universal monarchy,
and that the richer the burghers grew the more capable
they were of paying their taxes. It was not the fault of
the States that the insane ambition of Spain and the
archdukes compelled them to exhaust themselves annu-
ally by the most unproductive consumption that man is
ever likely to devise, that of scientifically slaughtering
his brethren, because to practise economy in that regard
would be to cease to exist, or to aecept the most intoler-
able form of slavery.

The forces put into the field in the spring of 1605 were
but meagre. There was also, as usual, much difference
of opinion between Maurice and Barneveld as to the
most judicious manner of employing them, and as usual
the docile stadholder submitted his better judgment
to the States.37 It can hardly be too much insisted
upon that the high-born Maurice always deported him-
self in fact, and as it were unconsciously, as the citizen
soldier of a little republic, even while personally in-
vested with many of the attributes of exalted rank, and
even while regarded by many of his leading fellow-
citizens as the legitimate and predestined sovereign of
the newly-born state.

Early in the spring a great enterprise against Antwerp
was projected. It failed utterly. Maurice, at Bergen-
op-Zoom, despatched seven thousand troops up the
Scheld, under command of Ernest Casimir. The flo-
tilla was a long time getting under weigh, and instead
of effecting a surprise, the army, on reaching the walls of
Antwerp, found the burghers and garrison not in the
least astonished, but on the contrary entiiely prepared.
Ernest returned after a few insignificant skirmishes,
having accomplished nothing.38

Maurice next spent a few days in reducing the castle
of Wouda, not far from Bergen, and then, transporting
his army once more to the isle of Cadzand, he established
his headquarters at Watervliet, near Ysendyke. Spinola
followed him, having thrown a bridge across the Scheld,
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